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Cooperation and Coordination in Development Planning 

among the Units of Government in Portage, Stark, Summit and Wayne Counties 

University Center Showcase for Region 5 to be held in Cleveland on April 21 and 22 
 

Northeast Ohio will be the location of the University Center Showcase for Region 5 on April 21 and 22.  

University Centers are funded by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration, 

which also partially funds NEFCOôs regional economic development program.  These centers provide high-

quality services to assist economic development professionals, local governments, and the general public in 

matters concerning economic development, regional issues, policy, and urban planning.  Many of these services 

are provided free of charge. 

 

Speakers will present on the role of manufacturing in local economies, fundamentals of economic development, 

the Midwest workforce, and other topics. 

 

This FREE showcase will take place at Cleveland State Universityôs Levin College of Urban Affairs in 

Cleveland from Tuesday April 21: 1 P.M. ï 5 P.M. and Wednesday April 22, 8 A.M. ï 3 P.M. 

The deadline for registration has been extended.  For a conference agenda and more information, please visit 

www.nefcoplanning.org or contact Sylvia Chinn-Levy. 
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NEFCO staff has met with bankers, small business 

lenders, community organizations, and local 

governments to distribute information about our 

brownfields assessment program, funded by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency 

(U.S. EPA). Most recently, we 

made a presentation to the 

Township Association of Summit 

County.  NEFCOôs brownfields 

program has funds available to 

begin the process of 

redeveloping/reusing vacant properties in Summit 

County that may be contaminated by hazardous 

substances or petroleum pollutants. 

 

Please help us get the word out on this program.  More 

information may be obtained by visiting 

www.nefcoplanning.org or contacting Sylvia Chinn-

Levy.  Staff is also available to speak at meetings or 

before groups that may want to learn more about the 

program.  A similar program is also available in Stark 

County. 

Brownfields Program Success Story 

25 West Miller, City of Akron 
 

A Save-A-Lot grocery store opened in late January 2015 on the 

site of a former brownfield and vacant grocery store, which had 

been used for various activities including a machine shop.   

The store employs 11 full-time 

workers, and is located in a low-

income neighborhood of Akron also 

considered a "food desert" (a place 

where residents lack easy access to 

fresh and healthy food).  This 

property was among the first in 

NEFCO's brownfields assessment 

program, and no clean-up was 

involved. 

2015 National Brownfields 

Conference 
Want more information on 

brownfields redevelopment?  

Attend the bi-annual 2015 National 

Brownfields Conference, 

ñBrownfields 2015: Sustainable 

Communities Start Hereò in 

Chicago on September 2-4.  

Collaborating with the Cuyahoga 

Department of Development, 

NEFCOôs brownfields program 

coordinator, Sylvia Chinn-Levy, 

will present ñA Tale of Two 

Coalitions.ò  Conference 

information can be found at 

www.brownfieldsconference.org.  

For more information, contact 

Sylvia Chinn-Levy. 

Brownfields Assessment Program Outreach Begins 

http://www.nefcoplanning.org
http://www.brownfieldsconference.org
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NEOSCC wins prestigious Daniel Burnham Award 

 
A 12-county, three-year planning/visioning effort in which NEFCO 

participated recently won the American Planning Associationôs Daniel 

Burnham Award, named for a comprehensive or general plan that 

advances the science and art of planning.  The award honors America's 

most famous planner, Daniel Burnham, for his contributions to the 

planning profession and to a greater awareness of the benefits of good 

planning.  NEFCOôs Executive Director Joe Hadley served as a board member of the Northeast Ohio 

Sustainable Communities Consortium (NEOSCC), which produced VibrantNEO 2040, a vision document for 

northeast Ohio.  The efforts of the NEOSCC, funded in part by a $4.25 million U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD), with in-kind services from NEFCO and other Consortium members, and cash 

contributions by others, called attention to land use and infrastructure trends that have weakened our regionôs 

core cities and have produced unsustainable and expensive growth patterns. The vision, representing a public/

private/non-profit collaborative effort, undertook a large-scale public outreach/engagement process to determine 

preferred choices that could be made now to create a more vibrant future.  The result, VibrantNEO 2040, reflects 

feedback from participants who indicated the desire to strengthen established communities, increase 

transportation choices, preserve and protect natural resources, and promote collaboration and efficiency.  

 

Mr. Hadley said: ñWith this 

regional context now available, 

VibrantNEO 2040 represents an 

opportunity for communities, 

counties, businesses and citizens 

to voluntarily use the information 

collected and developed by the 

NEOSCC staff and consultants to 

help plan their future and 

consider listed suggestions for 

possible action.ò 

 

Vibrant NEO 2040 and other 

APA award winners will be 

honored at the 2015 National 

Planning Awards luncheon April 

20, 2015, at the Washington 

State Convention Center in 

Seattle, Washington.  The plan is 

featured in the April 2015 issue 

of Planning magazine. 

 

Visit www.neoscc.org for details 

on VibrantNEO 2040. 

http://www.neoscc.org

